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B.
Enjoyment of Property Rights.
The right freely to enjoy property is conditioned by the obligations Duties of
which the law imposes upon the owner or occupier. The common Pr°Perty
law recognises obligations to neighbours and others and these have    waers-
been supplemented by statutory duties relating to the use of land and
other forms of property. Recently the conception of ownership of
land and buildings, so far as concerns the relationship between the
individual owner and the State has been radically changed, without,
however, altering the obligations which occupation of land imposes
in relation to neighbouring owners. That is to say the modification
of proprietary rights has not changed the common law duties with
regard to nuisance, negligence or trespass so far as they affect land
and buildings.  The Town and Country Planning Acts, 1947-54,
restrict the value of all land to its existing use, which means to agri-
cultural use, except where the land has already been developed by
building. Moreover any change of user after 1947 can only be made
with permission of the planning authority, which is the county
council or county borough council, as the case may be. Parliament
has, moreover, by both public and local Acts, sanctioned the com-
pulsory acquisition of land for stated public purposes on terms of
compensation. Thus an owner of land may be compelled to suffer its
acquisition by another, whether it be by the State or by a local
authority. A public corporation, such as the Transport Commission,
if it proposes to extend a line of railway may'acquire land compul-
sorily by promoting a private Bill in Parliament.  The Town and
Country Planning Act, 1947, considerably enlarged the powers of
local planning authorities to acquire land for the purposes of that
enactment, including the implementation of development plans
approved for their areas. A discussion of freedom of enjoyment of
property is therefore bound to take account of the processes whereby
the owner may be compelled to exchange his right freely to enjoy his
land for a sum of money representing the value of that right on a
scale calculated by statutory standards. Originally fixed on a scale
as if for damages for trespass, later the valuation was on the basis of
a free market, but it has now been reduced by the existing use formula
of the Town and Country Planning Acts.
Property may be compulsorily acquired for public purposes where Compulsory
a statute so authorises.   Without statutory authority the central Purchase
government has no power to acquire'land except by agreement with
the owner, while a local authority requires statutory authority even
for acquisition by agreement since it is only for the purpose of its
statutory services that acquisition by a local authority is lawful.

